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INSIDE

Council Expresses 
Concern About 
Flood Control 

Dams
Opponents hope to 

remove dams
In the aftermath of the 1949 flood a lot of changes 

took place both in and out of Bridgewater.  We all 
know about the flood control levee built next to 
Sandston Subdivision, but did you know that ten flood 
control dams have been constructed as well?  These 
structures, located in the mountain regions upstream of 
Bridgewater, reduced the impact of flooding in 1985 
and 1996 and likely prevented floods during other 
storm events as well.

Briery Branch dam shown in this picture was 
constructed in response to the catastrophic 

1949 flood that nearly decimated Stokesville, 
Briery Branch and Bridgewater.

Cont’d on page 2...
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Cold Weather and Water Line Breaks
  To report problems weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. call 828-3705.  

On weekends or after 5 p.m., call 828-2611 or, if there is no answer, 434-4436 
and request that a Bridgewater police officer return your call.

It has been an unusually cold and snowy winter which  
increases the chance of waterline breaks.  Late fall or early 
spring, when soil transitions to winter or summer, is the time 
most of these occur.  This freezing or thawing action causes the 
ground to shift and that movement can stress water mains and 
result in line ruptures.  Usually a puddle of water mysteriously 
appears along the side of the road or in a waterline easement; 
occasionally, it makes a more forceful emergence by bubbling 
several inches above ground.

Either way, it requires fast action on the part of our 
maintenance crew.  They must excavate to the location of 
the rupture, repair the pipe and restore the area as much as 
possible to its original state.  While this usually can be done in 
a matter of hours, the earlier the breach is detected, the more 

quickly it can be repaired.  That is where citizens’ involvement is 
so beneficial.  If you notice an unexplained puddle of water, call 
the Public Works Department (828-3705).  We can determine if 
the problem is the Town’s and the course of action that needs to 
be taken.  

Occasionally waterline fissures occur 
during warmer weather as was the case 
with this break on College Woods Drive 
last fall.  The water pressure caused the 

blacktop to crack and break. 

Knowing how important these 
structures are to Bridgewater 
and the surrounding area, the 
Council was surprised to hear 
that an effort is being made by 
some individuals to have one or 
more of the dams removed.  We 
were alerted to this effort during 
a discussion of the Briery Branch 
Dam at a special meeting of the 
Shenandoah Valley Soil and 
Water Conservation District.   

In response, the Council sent 
a resolution to the Soil and Water 
Conservation District that stated 
the importance of the dams to 
our community and urged them 
to do everything possible to 
protect and preserve all flood 
control dams in our area.

This issue is of vital 
importance to you as a citizen 
of Bridgewater.  In the coming 
months we will prepare a special 
report explaining the danger 
we face from flooding and the 
benefit these dams provide.   

Cont’d from page 1...

While many of the dams shown above have multi-purposes, their main benefit to 
us is holding back storm water during flood conditions.  While some are major 

structures and others only minor, each one plays a role in protecting our community 
from flooding.  Overall, there are ten flood control dams in our watershed.

Flood Control Dams
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Snowy Owl 
Draws a Crowd

It seems that everyone else saw the Snowy Owl 
before we did.  All we noticed were a bunch of 
photographers standing in a row pointed towards 
a barn, a tree or power pole.  Eventually word 
got around that it was a rare sighting of a Snowy 
Owl that had them so excited.  The reason for 
their fascination is that Snowy Owls don’t live 
here.  In fact, they don’t live anywhere close to 
the Shenandoah Valley.  In the summer they are 
found in the Arctic Circle.  Their normal winter  
habitat is Canada, Alaska and perhaps a few of our 
northern states, but Virginia certainly isn’t a locale 

they usually visit.  Many of those taking pictures were 
not locals, but hobbyists known as “birders” who often 
travel miles to observe and photograph rare birds.  The 
hobby of “birding” was popularized in the movie “The 
Big Year” starring Owen Wilson, Steve Martin and 
Jack Black a few years ago.

We don’t know why a Snowy Owl traveled so far off course or even 
if she is still here.  Sometimes they travel due to a scarcity of food, 

but we can’t imagine that Canada has run out of the mice and moles 
Snowy Owls prefer.  So, the purpose of our welcomed guest’s visit 

will have to remain a mystery, but it 
was a pleasant diversion for many of 
us during this long, cold winter.

Here are some interesting facts 
about these birds.

•	 It is the largest North 
American Owl.

•	 They have excellent 
eyesight and a keen sense 
of hearing.

•	 Unlike many owls, they 
hunt during the day, 
although most of it takes 
place at dawn or dusk.

•	 The average adult is 20 to 
28 inches tall and has a 
wingspan of four feet or 
more.

•	 They mate for life and the 
female will lay from 3 to 
11 eggs per year.

•	 After the eggs hatch, both 
parents feed and protect the 
fledglings.

•	 The young can leave the nest 
in less than a month, but the 
parents take care of them for 
about ten weeks.

 Male (above) and Female (right). 
These are stock photos of male and 
female Snowy Owls.   By comparing 
the markings you can see that our 

guest was a female Snowy Owl.

(left) This is a picture of 
our recent visitor.  Many of 
you saw her in a barn next 
to I-81 or other locations 

around Rockingham County, 
but this picture was taken 

while she roosted on a utility 
pole next to Morningstar Foods 

in Mt. Crawford on the afternoon 
of February 3rd.

People from as far away as Richmond and West Virginia 
stopped near Cecil Wampler Drive to view the Snowy 

Owl that had been hanging out in that vicinity.  
Picture credit:  www.oldsouthhigh.com
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Unique Food Service 
Finds Success in 

Bridgewater
What started out as a personal chef business grew into 

a catering service and eventually a sit-down restaurant in 
Bridgewater.  On the catering side they already have 25 
weddings scheduled over the next several months.  They 
also book graduation parties, family reunions and other large 
gatherings that need the help of a professional chef.  The cafe 
has been in business less than a year but has already garnered 
a group of ‘regulars.’  But owners Vic and Shelly aren’t ready 
to stop there.  While food is the core of their activities, they are 
ready to add some new ideas to their business. 

The story behind Scrumptious Suppers is an interesting one.  
Vic was between jobs and needed to do something to support 

his family.  Little did he know that an economic downturn was 
just around the corner that would take away many opportunities 
he’d normally have.  That’s when the idea came to him to 
become a personal chef.  He already had more than twenty 
years’ experience in the food business and he knew this was a 
job that could be done at home with little start-up cost.  Vic felt 
he could sell the idea, especially with his wife at his side as a 
business partner.  Soon word spread and they were being called 
for weddings, corporate events and private parties in addition to 
being personal chefs.

Six years later, the Boyer’s decided it was time to move 
into a larger facility and found just what they needed in 
Bridgewater at the Martin Center.  While catering special 
events will continue as before, they’ve now added a sit-down 
restaurant to their 
operation.  Those 
who have eaten 
at Scrumptious 
Suppers will attest 
to the culinary 
skills Vic and 
Shelley Boyers 
have developed 
over the years.

The end of another long day.  Vic clears his 
cash register and preps his restaurant for a 
new day that will start early. When Vic and 

Shelley Boyers started a personal chef service, 
little did they know it would develop into the 
bustling enterprise it is today.  Although they 

live and operate in Bridgewater, their catering 
business extends to the counties of Rockingham, 

Augusta, Page and Shenandoah.  

Bridgewater residents Danielle Jahne (left), 
Director of Montessori School at Bridgewater 

Church of the Brethren, and Meghan Reppert (right) 
find Scrumptious Suppers the perfect place to catch 
up on news and discuss school activities.  Sleeping 

through the entire event is baby Colin Jahne.

Customer
Cafe Hours

Tue., Wed., Thurs. - 
     11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Fri. and Sat. - 
     11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Phone:  828-2006
For a complete menu visit:

www.scrumptioussuppers.com

Need a quick lunch?  Vic and Shelly 
offer a wide selection of salads such as 
this one loaded with greens, a choice 

of meats, BBQ Applewood Bacon, 
eggs, onions, cucumbers, tomatoes and 
cheese.  If it is a sandwich you prefer, 
try their pulled pork, turkey carver or 

chicken salad, just to name a few.
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Bridgewater College Tests Its 
Emergency Alert System
Earlier this month Bridgewater College conducted a test of its emergency 

alert system spawning a series of phone calls to the Town office.  The siren 
noise breaking into a normally quiet morning generated questions from 
concerned citizens that ranged from mere curiosity to alarm, and were 
satisfied when the source and purpose were explained.

Once each semester (fall and 
spring), Bridgewater College will be 
conducting a test of its emergency 
alert system.  The test is of all 
forms of campus communications, 
including this outdoor siren that 
town residents may hear.  This 
comprehensive test is designed to 
make sure all communications are 
working and to draw the attention of 
all campus community members to 
the College’s Emergency Operations 
Plan.  College officials and students 
can also receive text message alerts 
through the emergency notification 
system. 

In the case of a real emergency, 
the siren would alert the campus 
community to seek shelter and check 
for information on the emergency.  
Scheduled tests usually take place 
mid-morning.

How should Citizens respond  to the 
College’s alert system?

The simple answer is, “no response necessary.”  The College set 
up this system for situations affecting their campus community.  

Should a crisis extend beyond the campus community, a 
notification system is available to our citizens through the 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Emergency Communications Center.  
Established in 2005, this Center provides state of the art emergency 
and non-emergency communications to Bridgewater citizens as 
well as Rockingham County and the City of Harrisonburg.  Anyone 
who lives or works in these areas can register for these free 
announcements by signing up at HREmergencyAlert.com.

Reverse 911 also operates in our 
community.  It is activated by local 
emergency personnel who notify ECC of 
the nature and location of an emergency.  
Then ECC places a phone call to people 
living in that area alerting them of the 
situation and the proper response.

Historic Bandstand Replica
A half century ago a community bandstand stood near where El Charro 

is today.  Our senior citizens recall that it had a raised platform from 
which musical groups performed while the ground level functioned as a 
concession stand that was used by the Fire Company for their lawn parties. 

A search of the Town’s picture files as 
well as among members of the Bridgewater 
Historical Group succeeded in finding only 
one vague image of this historic  structure.  
Not to be deterred, Larry Smallwood 
combined his memories with what the 
image revealed as well as input from others 
and built this replica.  It will be on display 
in the BHS museum at 109 South Main.  
Museum hours are Friday and Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

You may have a picture of the bandstand 
in your older family albums.  If so, would 

you share it with us?  We can make 
a digital copy for the Town’s historic 
picture records.

While many know of the bandstand, 
many historic details have been 

forgotten over the years since it’s 
destruction as a result of the 1949 

flood.  When was it built?  Who built 
it and why?  If you have any answers, 

please call 828-3390 or email 
carleen@town.bridgewater.va.us.

Crafter of the bandstand replica is 
Larry Smallwood.  He has also built a 
replica of the wooden covered bridge.
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Sponsors Pleased with 
Tennis Clinic

By the time this publication is mailed, the Free 
High School Tennis Clinic will have completed 
three of its six sessions.  

Derek Blyer, who had opportunities as a teen 
to play tennis through the Harrisonburg Tennis 
Patrons, wants to continue this legacy for the rising 

generation.  “My only goal is to help jump-start 
more tennis,” explained Derek,  “This is a way to 

positively encourage youth to be active and engaged in 
[physical] activities.”

His efforts were not wasted.  Sponsorship from VTG 
and Walmart supply the funding and volunteers provide 
instruction.  Flyers were sent to area high schools and 
nearly twenty signed up for the clinic.  Classes are held on 
Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Doug Will Tennis Center, 
302 Grove Street.  Remaining lessons will be March 9th 
and 23rd.  For more information please call Derek at 540-
908-8266 or email derek.blyer@gmail.com.

Bridgewater UMC “First Responder 
Day” Receives 

National 
Recognition

Last September members of the United 
Methodist Church designated a Sunday service 
to express appreciation to the police officers, fire 
fighters and rescue squad.  “We honored our town’s 
first responders with ‘Proclamations of Gratitude’ 
from our congregation, and during our worship 
services we thanked God for their service,” said 
the Rev. James M. Tongue, senior pastor.

The national “United Methodist Men” magazine that is 
distributed in all 50 states covered the story in the winter issue 
of their magazine “Simply United Methodist Men.”  

Plaques honoring Bridgewater’s first 
responders were displayed on the 

Communion Table of Bridgewater UMC.

These teens were enthusiastic about the instruction 
they’ve received.  All but one heard of the program 

through their high school tennis coach.  (Front 
row L to R)  Brady Whitt, Molly Campillo, Olivia 
Offenbacker, Savannah Dean.  (Back row L to R) 

Cody Shifflett, David Reid, George Reid.
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     Spotlight on Business
Bridgewater Chiropractic & Massage
  610 -D North Main (Martin Center)
    828-2225

 Dr. Gabriel Thomas opened his Chiropractic/
Massage practice in Bridgewater last May, but he 
has been working in this field since 2001, including 
neurophysiologic monitoring at Rockingham Memorial 
Hospital.  “Basically, I monitored the spinal cord during 
spinal surgery,” he explained.  He moved his chiropractic  
facility from Harrisonburg to Bridgewater because 
“repetitious factory type work or hard farm work is going 
to be stressful on the spine, so I think we’re in a very good 
area to help those folks,” he remarked.

Treatment not only includes hands-on chiropractic 
adjustments, but also massage therapy designed to relax 

tight muscles.  In addition, in 
some cases physiotherapy or 
electric stimulation is used 
to reduce muscle strain, and 
traction to remediate pain and 
increase mobility.  Dr. Thomas 
invites anyone experiencing 
discomfort, whether headaches, 
backaches, muscle tension or 
numbness in their extremities 
to stop by the office and 
explore their options.

Dr. Thomas believes that 
in many cases with proper 

treatment, the body can heal 
itself without drugs or surgery.

  ALK-INS      

ELCOME

W

Office Manager/Massage Therapist 
Dennise Thomas-Perez advises that 

they take most insurances and there is 
a discount for cash patients.  Just call 
828-2225 to set up your appointment.

Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday and 

Friday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Every Other Saturday
9 to Noon

Thursday - Closed

Citrus Fruit Sale
Sponsored by Bridgewater 
Ruritan Club

Once again this 
year the Bridgewater 
Ruritans will 
be selling citrus 
fruit.  Orders must 
be received by March 
3.  To request either 
oranges, grapefruit or 
tangerines, please call Harry Rawley at 
828-3330.

Bridgewater Fire 
Company Hosts “All You 

Can Eat” Breakfast
The Breakfast fundraiser hosted by the Fire 

Company last month was such a success they’ve 
decided to do it again this month.  Saturday, 
March 1st they will begin serving at 6 a.m.  The 
menu includes sausage gravy and biscuits, fried 
potatoes, scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, milk, 
juice, coffee and tea.

The cost is $9 per person, or children ages 6 - 
12 is $5.  Under 6 is $2.  

SUPPORT YOUR 

LOCAL FIRE 

COMPANY
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   ....... Dinner/Business meeting 
every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, Bridgewater 
Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church ....... 
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For more 
information please call Vickie Bland at 568-6539. 

March 3  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary  ....6:30 PM 
at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  Meets the first 
Monday of every month. New members welcome.  For 
details call 828-3395.

March 3  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ....7 PM at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

March 4  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... 
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at the Post 
home on Dry River Road.

March 4  Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  ...... 
A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s office 
will be available the first Tuesday of every month from 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers of the 
Bridgewater Community Center or may be contacted at 
885-3861.

March 6  Massanutten Archeological Society  .......7 PM.  
Regular monthly meeting at Arey Hall in the Bridgewater 
Municipal building.  The public is invited to join us. For 
additional information, please see our website at http://
www.mcasv.org or contact Kay Veith at vaveith@comcast.
net or 540-564-0635.

March 10  Bridgewater Family and 
Community Educators  ...7:30 PM.  
Meets second Monday of every month at 
Arey Assembly Hall in the Bridgewater 
Community Center.  New members welcome.  
For information contact Rosetta Harris, 828-
6273. 

March 11   Greater Ashby Business Council   
12 PM (noon) at Bridgewater Fire Company 
building.  All are welcome to attend this free 
monthly group that supports and promotes 
local business growth, networking, and 
education.  For information contact co-chair 
Larry Elkins at 540-641-2668.

March 15   Bridgewater Fire Company 
Ladies Auxiliary Pot Pie Sale (snow date 
March 22) Ham Pot Pie, Ham Sandwiches 
and Bake Sale. Carry out only. Pickup 
begins at 9:30 AM.  Pot Pie-$6/quart; 
Sandwiches-$2/each.  To reserve please call 
828-2035.

March 18  Bridgewater Rotary Spaghetti 
Supper ............Turner Ashby High School, 
4 - 7 PM.

March 19  Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary .........Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   
New members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for 
more information.

2014 
Yard Sale Dates

June 14 and September 27, 2013

Summer Concert 
Series starts 

July 7th


